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Synopsis

The classic in the field since 1848, this extraordinary reference offers readers unsurpassed
coverage of mineralogy and crystallography. The book is known for integrating complete coverage
of concepts and principles with a more systematic and descriptive treatment of mineralogy. The
revised edition now includes a CD-ROM to let readers see the minerals and crystals, while also

viewing chemical composition, symmetry, and morphological crystallography.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Cornelius Klein is the noted academic mineralogist who co-authored, and later took on the
monumental task of updating, Dana’s original Manual of Mineralogy. James D. Dana (1813 - 1895)
graduated from Yale University in 1833. He joined a U.S. exploring expedition to the South Seas
(1838 - 42), acting as a geologist and zoologist. His contributions to the American Journal of
Science stimulated U.S. geologic inquiry. His research into the formation of the Earth’s continents
and oceans led him to believe in the progressive evolution of the Earth’s physical features over time.
By the end of his life he also came to accept the evolution of living things, as articulated by Charles
Darwin. During his lifetime, and largely under his leadership, U.S. geology grew from a collection

and classification of unrelated facts into a mature science.

came in perfect condition. book itself is tough to get through and may contain a few inconsistencies
but still gets the job done...in other words, if you need this book for a class in mineralogy or

something similar, it will teach you what you need to know. any substantial confusion is from a lack



of explanation due to not having a face to face interaction-- the text will mention how it is easier to
conceptualize with the help of a wooden model of some sort. i find the mineral identification charts in
the back extremely helpful and necessary. the "cd-rom" is a little outdated and doesn’t cover all

subjects i'd like it to.

| bought this book as a Christmas present for my 12 year old nephew who lives with me. He LOVES
mineralogy and already has several books on the subject. He immediately began devouring this
book, following me around telling me all the ’interesting’ things he’s learning. (I don’t really mind, it is
nice to see him enthusiastic about something other than a video game.) The book might be
considered a 'Mineralogy 101’ and has been a very good textbook to introduce the science to my
budding mineralogist. Not really having the same interest, | wouldn’t be able to tell you if the book
would be a good reference for someone already familiar with mineralogy. The things my nephew
likes best is it filled in gaps of his knowledge of crystalline structures & how they form & how the
formations affect what you do with them (faceting). The discussions on mining techniques also

caught his interest. All in all, 'm very pleased with my purchase, and so is my nephew.

Book Review:| bought this book, even though it is a past edition, and so far it is doing well. It doesn’t
have a lot of the tables and graphs as a newer edition of Dana’s Manual but it still has a lot of the
same quality of information. After all not much has changed in the world of Mineralogy. It wasn’t as
big as a normal textbook so it takes up less room in my bag.Seller Review:The book was in slightly
better condition than was advertised, and it is a very good book. The only slight problem | had was
the shipping length, but that was more of the carrier’s fault than the seller. Seller shipped book on
the next business day. | paid for expedite shipping and assumed it was 2-3 business days, and it
was 5 business days. Normally | wouldn’t care, but when you are trying to study for an exam
everyday matters. So shelling out an extra $7 dollars and expecting it in 3 days, but nor receiving it

until 5 days will get you a little irked.

The CD is outdated and doesn’t run on modern operating systems. Some topics are explained well

but others refer to the CD which is not usable. For the high price not worth it.

Into the 5th week of Mineralogy class, this book *then* became extremely informative - this is not a
self-instructional manual, and | do not believe it was intended to be so. Most students will find the

writing style in this text a bit intellectually heady, having been written by a distinguished Harvard



PhD professor. It could have been written more concisely, perhaps more simplisticly, but all the
information is there, and from what | understand, past editions were more comprehensive than this
22nd edition. | personally love this text, and only *after* an introduction to the subject will this text
make real sense to the reader. And yes, | agree with the previous posts regarding certain
statements about crystal structures that require some sort of base level knowledge of chemistry or
physics or math (i.e. symmetry concepts) in order to fully comprehend a particular passage, but
that’s what you get from an Ivy League PhD-er! | believe this text was designed for the third year
student who should already have taken 1 semester each of at least chemistry and calculus.
Although calculus isn’'t necessary for the class, it presupposes that you know and understand some
basic conceptual geometry.l would suggest reading some basic introduction to mineralogy websites
before tackling this book. Also, | have found that for the conscientious mineralogy students who
possess a "more refined" reading level and who are putting genuine effort into the class, this book is
a valuable edition. Other texts simply do not cover as much material as found here, such as x-ray
diffraction and optics. Overall meant for students and not the self-taught, although that depends on
the individual, but in general | would not recommend this for the beginner who wants to learn on
his/her own. Still, a great text. Try getting some olders editions with less sub-subjects edited out for

a real comprehensive text!

| bought this textbook for a Mineralogy course at a university. | was told the 22nd edition would
suffice since | could not afford the 23rd edition. For those of you who are in the same boat and
trying to cut corners, dont buy this book! | am not commenting on the quality of the book at all, I'm
sure it is an excellent textbook. | am just warning those who expect to follow along in a class using
the next edition. Its not just a matter of different page numbers or chapters, there is whole chapters

missing. If you need the 23rd edition and are in a pinch, rent it from [...]

This is a fantastic resource! If you are a student, do yourself a favor and do not sell this book back!

It will continue to be of great help to you.

Great quality. There was a mishap with the shipping but after talking with the owners it was settled
out pleasantly.
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